the article offers a discursive exploration of the use of machines and the integration of humanity and machines, using "satiric defamiliarization -the uncanny estrangement and distortion of the everyday that thrusts the reader into a remote and often topsyturvy, yet oddly recognizable world" (69). This approach is rewarding, firmly tying Butler's fiction and popular science writing together and lending focus to his ideas of the machinate as an extension of the human form, interrogating his use of satire and opening the reader to new and, as it turns out, prescient ideas. Neill's reading of The Way of All Flesh explores the development of the human mind over successive generations; specifically the conflict between the mind (genetically shaped by characteristics ingrained over generations of cultural influence) and the environmental niche which that mind presently occupies (shaped by current cultural expectations). Butler even provides a solution to this conflict, via psychotherapy. Ideas of inherited characteristics shaped by previous generations and the influence of the cultural environment on the individual are embedded deeply in the novel. But, as Neill notes, Butler provides an examination of these ideas using the conventions of the Bildungsroman, offering his readers access by using a familiar structure.
Neill's essay offers an engaging and enlightening reading of the works of Butler in relation to his scientific ideas and, by linking them to modern scientific theories, demonstrates the cultural relevance of his ideas, particularly in relation to twenty-first-century science. By connecting these theories with Butler's fictional writing, she shows the extent to which Butler offered his novels as a combination of art and science, challenging readers with ideas that appeared outlandish in an approachable and engaging format. Neill offers convincing evidence not only of the contemporary relevance of Butler's writing, but also that novels themselves can become machinate extensions of the human.
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